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SUB J : PALESTINE NEWS AGENCY QUOTES BREZHNEV ON PLO AT GENEVA 

1 . THE SAUDI ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRESS (BUT NOT YET THE ARABIC) 

ON APRIL 10 CARRIES A REUTERS ITEM DATELINED BEIRUT APRIL 9 

TO THE EFFECT THAT BREZHNEV TOLD ARAFAT THAT THE USSR WOULD 
REFUSE TO ATTEND A RENEWED GENEVA PEACE CONFERENCE FROM THE OUTSET 
IF THE PALESTINIANS DID NOT TAKE PART ON EQUAL TERMS. 

2. THE REUTERS DISPATCH GIVES FOR THE SOURCE OF ITS INFORMA- 
TION A PALESTINE NEWS AGENCY (WAFA) DISPATCH FROM MOSCOW. 

FOLLOWING ARE THE PERTINENT PARTS OF THE WAFA DISPATCH AS 
QUOTED BY REUTERS: 

"MR BREZHNEV CONFIRMED THAT THE SOVIET UNION WILL STAND 
AGAINST ANY SETTLEMENT WHICH DOES NOT TAKE THE RIGHTS OF 
THE PALESTINIANS INTO CONSIDERATION, ESPECIALLY THEIR RIGHT 
OF SELF-DETERMINATION AND OF ESTABLISHING THEIR OWN STATE," 
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WAFA SAID. 

IT ADDED: "HE CONTINUED BY SAYING THAT THE SOVIET UNION 
REFUSES TO ATTEND ANY MIDDLE EAST PEACE CONFERENCE FROM THE 
BEGINNING IF THE PLO DOES NOT ATTEND ON EQUAL TERMS WITH 
ALL PARTIES." 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE THE COMMENTS OF EMBASSY MOSCOW AND THE 
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DEPARTMENT ON THIS BREZHNEV POSITION WHICH, IF ACCURATELY 
REPORTED, STRIKES US AS A MAJOR SOVIET POLICY SWITCH ON THE 
RECONVENING OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. IN VIEW OF AMBASSADOR'S 
REQUESTED HIGH LEVEL APPOINTMENTS DURING WHICH THIS SUBJECT 
LIKELY ARISE IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO HAVE ANY COMMENTS AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

4. WE NOTE THAT THE WAFA ARTICLE IN THE ENGLISH VERSION 
REPORTED HERE HAS THE USSR REFUSING TO ATTEND 
A CONFERENCE "FROM THE BEGINNING" UNLESS THE PALESTINIANS ARE 
REPRESENTED. THIS COULD HAVE QUITE A DIFFERENT SENSE 
THAN REFUSING TO ATTEND UNLESS THE PALESTINIANS ARE 
REPRESENTED "FROM THE BEGINNING". COULD WAFA HAVE BEEN 
DELIBERATELY ATTEMPTING TO SOW CONFUSION BY USING 
THE "FROM THE BEGINNING" FORMULATION WHICH THE SOVIETS 
ONCE EMPLOYED IN A POSITION THEY SUBSEQUENTLY ABANDONED? 
PORTER 
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